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instructor and girl’s basketball coach at Hurri-
cane High School. He was always available to 
read aloud in the elementary schools and to 
attend extracurricular events to recognize stu-
dents. 

Serving the community as mayor of Hurri-
cane for 40 years, recently Mr. Peak has 
brought about a new $1.8 million municipal 
complex, a $10.6 million upgrade to the re-
gional wastewater treatment facility, and water 
improvements to a system that has received 
the 2006 Drinking Silver Award. 

Perhaps Mr. Peak’s greatest accomplish-
ment is his bond he unwaveringly nourishes 
with his family. Mayor Peak and his wife, Glo-
ria, are enjoying a marriage of 52 years. They 
are blessed with three children, five grand-
children, and two great grandchildren. 

Through the leadership of Mayor F. Ray-
mond Peak, the city of Hurricane has experi-
enced growth and prosperity. His good works 
have been enjoyed by generations past and 
will continue to benefit generations to corne. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me and 
the community in expressing our thanks and 
to honor Mr. Peak’s accomplishments and 
commitment to public service. His commend-
able service serves as an attribute which we 
should all strive to emulate as we attempt to 
make the world a better place. As he leaves 
the mayor’s office, we extend our best wishes 
for joy and happiness in the months and years 
ahead. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND FREDERICK 
‘‘JERRY’’ STREETS 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to join the 
many family, friends, and community leaders 
who have gathered to pay tribute to one of 
New Haven’s most outstanding religious lead-
ers and one of my friends, Reverend Frederick 
‘‘Jerry’’ Streets. There is no doubt that Rev-
erend Streets has touched the lives of many 
in the Yale community and beyond. Though 
he will be missed, the legacy he leaves will 
continue to inspire others for years to come. 

Today marks the end of an era as we bid 
farewell to a real community treasure. Rev-
erend Streets, the first African-American and 
Baptist to hold the position of University chap-
lain, will conclude 15 years of service to Yale 
since being appointed to this position in 1992. 
Under the University’s term limit rules for 
chaplaincy, he must now pass on his legacy to 
a newly appointed chaplain. Reverend Streets’ 
commitment to service through religious lead-
ership has been unwavering and his involve-
ment, not only with his chaplaincy and pas-
toral duties at Yale, but with his congregation 
at University Church, has been essential to its 
spiritual growth and prosperity. He expanded 
the multi-faith dialogue at Yale and had a 
deep sense of his social responsibility to the 
surrounding residents of the New Haven com-
munity. 

During his tenure, Reverend Streets did 
spear-head a rapid growth of religious diver-
sity within the student population. His natural 
gravitation toward tolerance for all ethnicities 
and religious freedoms began as a boy grow-

ing up on the South Side of Chicago. Here, 
amid much diversity, he learned the need for 
acceptance of others which shaped his char-
acter and influenced his professional life. Per-
haps best known for his development of Yale’s 
undergraduate multi-faith council—a group 
with faiths ranging from Protestant to Baha’i— 
he promoted discussions between students of 
different faiths and helped other chaplains to 
grasp an understanding of a diverse student 
population. 

In addition to his work in our community, 
Reverend Streets has represented Yale 
across the globe by lecturing or presenting 
workshops on issues of global justice and 
mental health. He has traveled worldwide to 
places such as Bosnia, Cuba, and West Afri-
ca, and served as a delegate to the first global 
conference of religious leaders to convene at 
the United Nations. 

As a spiritual guide, he has nourished the 
souls of many—often providing much needed 
comfort in the hardest of personal trials. It was 
evident through his work that he had a strong 
devotion and compassion to helping many 
Yale students restore their faith and bring a 
sense of balance back to their lives. There is 
no better example of living faith with commit-
ment and dignity. He will be sorely missed and 
we cannot thank him enough. 

It is with great pride that I stand today to 
join his wife Annette, his children, family, 
friends, and the Yale community to extend my 
deepest thanks and appreciation to Reverend 
Jerry Streets for all of the good work he has 
done. May God bless him and keep him well 
as he continues in his mission of peace, com-
passion, hope and tolerance. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF VAL McCOMBIE, FORMER AM-
BASSADOR OF BARBADOS AND 
FORMER ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE ORGANISA-
TION OF AMERICAN STATES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay honor to a great man, Ambassador Val 
McCombie, of Barbados and to enter into the 
record an article from Carib News by Tony 
Best titled, Diplomat Who Paved The Way For 
Others. He passed away after a lengthy illness 
and was funeralized on May 9, 2007. 

Val McCombie inspired me in so many 
ways. He was a man who had a commanding 
presence, but was not commanding at all. He 
was powerful, but gentle. Further, he was well 
respected, articulate, and giving. 

Serving as a public servant was the calling 
on his life. Early in his career, he spent a 
great deal of his time teaching French and 
Spanish to young people. Pursuing the desire 
to represent the people of Barbados, he be-
came the Ambassador to the United States. 
Serving as an ambassador provided him an 
awesome opportunity to bridge a gap between 
Caribbean nations and Latin American na-
tions. His great ability to lead and serve paved 
the way for other public servants, some of 
which he mentored. 

I’m honored to have known him and feel 
blessed to have had the opportunity to learn 

from such a dignified man. I urge young peo-
ple and my colleagues to learn more about his 
life and contribution to Barbados. 
DIPLOMAT WHO PAVED THE WAY FOR OTHERS 

(By Tony Best) 
Two diplomats who took turns occupying 

the same Ambassadorial office offered dif-
ferent assessments of the man who had set 
the standard they later followed. ‘‘He built a 
career strengthening relationships’’ between 
CARICOM and ‘‘the rest of Latin America,’’ 
said Michael King, Barbados’ current top 
diplomat to the U.S. and the Organization of 
American States. 

Sir Courtney Blackman, King’s immediate 
predecessor, succinctly summed up the dip-
lomat’s career in a different way. ‘‘He was an 
Ambassador’s Ambassador,’’ said Sir 
Courtney. Both men were reflecting on the 
life and career of Valerie Theodore McComie, 
Barbados’ first resident Ambassador in 
Washington, who later became the first per-
son from the English-speaking Caribbean to 
be elected Assistant Secretary-General of 
the OAS, a position he held from 1980–1990. 
McComie died in Washington on Friday after 
a lengthy illness. 

Called ‘‘Val’’ by his friends and colleagues, 
the linguist and educator who once taught 
French and Spanish to students in Barbados 
and St. Kitts-Nevis, English to Venezuelans 
and French-speaking students in Martinique 
and France and both languages to Americans 
and Ghanaians in high schools in the U.S. 
and Africa used his facility with language to 
advance the Caribbean’s cause on the inter-
national stage. He did that during a diplo-
matic career that began in 1967 and ended in 
the early 1990s. 

Along the way, he served as Barbados’ Am-
bassador in Caracas, the first diplomat from 
the country to do so; its non-resident envoy 
to Brazil; and Alternate-Governor to the 
Inter-American Development Bank. 

Born in Trinidad and Tobago on April 1, 
1920, McComie received his early education 
in his birthplace and Barbados, before he 
went on to London University in England 
which awarded him a Bachelor’s degree in 
mediaeval and modern languages; and later 
the University of Bordeaux in France and 
the University of California at Los Angeles. 
As Barbados’ first resident Ambassador in 
Washington McComie was his country’s eyes 
and ears in the U.S. capital and in Latin 
America at a time when Caribbean nations 
were just beginning to extend their diplo-
matic links to Latin America. 

Whether it was at the OAS headquarters or 
along ambassador’s row, McComie was at 
home, so to speak. ‘‘He had a tremendous 
presence and in any room he stood out, tall, 
handsome and very comfortable with strang-
ers,’’ Sir Courtney said. But even more than 
that, he earned the respect of the Latins, 
who were skeptical of the interest the small 
English-speaking nations with a British ori-
entation were showing in the OAS, first with 
Trinidad and Tobago’s membership in the 
Western Hemisphere body. Next was Bar-
bados. ‘‘The respect was tremendous and it 
came from all of the ambassadors and their 
governments,’’ added Sir Courtney who 
served in Washington in the 1990s. ‘‘It was 
that respect that enabled him to become the 
Assistant Secretary-General of the OAS.’’ 

By any objective assessment, McComie 
performed his OAS duties with aplomb, ever 
mindful though of the gap in influence be-
tween the Secretary-General and the Assist-
ant. Still, he paved the way for Chris Thom-
as, the Trinidad and Tobago diplomat, who 
succeeded him. His ability to play the diplo-
matic game with ease and his record of get-
ting results allowed him to serve as a role 
model for many of the young people in the 
Caribbean who aspired to diplomatic careers. 
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‘‘He was a pioneer in our foreign service and 
a driving force behind our membership in the 
OAS in 1967 and he ably performed the duties 
of Ambassador in Venezuela when we opened 
a mission in Caracas in 1974,’’ said King. ‘‘He 
was a mentor to many people. He was able to 
use his brilliance as a teacher to encourage 
many young diplomats to develop their ca-
reers in the area of representation. ‘‘ 

Less than four years ago at a ceremony in 
which he was being awarded the Order of 
Christopher Columbus by the Dominican Re-
public, Luigi R. Einaudi, at the time the 
OAS Assistant Secretary-General, described 
McComie as a visionary, who like Columbus 
‘‘sailed unchartered waters, who came to 
harbors that became the ports and bridges of 
the future.’’ But it was Barbados’ Prime 
Minister, Owen Arthur, who best summed up 
McComie record, when he told the OAS Gen-
eral Assembly in Barbados in 2002 that ‘‘his 
contribution as an educator in Barbados and 
St. Kitts-Nevis helped to encourage many 
key decision-makers in newly independent 
states to become more aware of our Latin 
neighbors at a time when political contact 
could have been said to be almost non-
existent.’’ 

Little wonder, then, that the Barbados 
leader, speaking for the entire Caribbean 
told him ‘‘Val, we all owe you debt of grati-
tude for having the foresight of and apprecia-
tion for the value of cross-cultural contact.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Ms. CARSON. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, May 21, 2007, I was unable to vote on 
roll No. 384 and No. 385 as a result of my 
flight, US Airways #3088, being delayed 65 
minutes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yes’’ on both. 
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RECOGNIZING RAINDROP TURKEVI 
FOUNDATION 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
efforts of the Raindrop Turkevi Foundation of 
Dallas, TX. 

As a non-profit, relatively new organization, 
the Raindrop Turkevi Foundation of Dallas is 
committed to facilitating common ground 
amongst diverse communities and assisting 
Turkish Americans in the Dallas area. The 
Foundation provides Turkish Americans with 
various resources in order for them to prosper 
socially and culturally. 

In regard to education, the Raindrop Turkevi 
Foundation hosts various cultural scholarship 
opportunities and creates programs that ben-
efit the Turkish-American Youth, such as K–12 
and SAT tutoring, ESL classes, Turkish class-
es, and college advising. As for social devel-
opment, the foundation holds conferences that 
promote diversity. 

In collaboration with various local entities, 
the Raindrop Turkevi Foundation hosts mean-
ingful events as well. It sponsors and cospon-
sors ethnic picnics and organizes athletic 

events for children, such as weekly soccer 
games. 

All in all, this organization’s benevolent ob-
jectives and current exploits make it an invalu-
able member to the Dallas area. The Raindrop 
Turkevi Foundation has playing an integral 
part in aiding the success of the Turkish 
American population and unionizing different 
communities in Texas. 

On behalf of the 30th Congressional District 
of Texas, I am honored to recognize and com-
mend Raindrop Turkevi of Dallas for accepting 
all ethnicities and for their leadership and hard 
work in the Dallas community as well as in the 
great State of Texas. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to vote on May 21, 2007. Had I been present, 
I would have voted in the following manner: 

Rollcall 384 (On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass, as Amended—H.R. 698) 
‘‘aye’’; and 

Rollcall 385 (On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass—H.R. 4096)—‘‘aye.’’ 
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COPS IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVE WELDON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, the House considered legislation to re-
authorize the Community Oriented Police, 
COPS, program. Unfortunately, this bill was 
brought up for consideration with no oppor-
tunity to amend and improve the bill. Rather 
than allowing an open discussion and amend-
ment process, it was a take it or leave it 
choice that Members were given. 

In reauthorizing this program little has been 
done to address the glaring shortcomings of 
the program as pointed out in audits by The 
Department of Justice Office of Inspector Gen-
eral, OIG, the Government Accountability Of-
fice, GAO, and other independent analyses— 
including one by the USA Today newspaper. 
Before tripling a program that the Office of 
Management and Budget has graded as ‘‘Not 
Performing: Results Not Demonstrated,’’ mem-
bers should have been given an opportunity to 
consider amendments aimed at improving this 
bill. This is particularly important at a time 
when the size of the program is being tripled 
from an appropriation of about $540 million in 
2007 to nearly $1.5 billion within 5 years. 

These audits point out that New York City, 
the largest recipient of COPS funding—$422 
million—actually has 300 fewer officers today 
than they did before they received $422 in 
Federal tax dollars. In 1994, New York City 
had 36,693 officers, yet by 2004 this had 
dropped by 321 officers to 36,372. The audit 
shows that Miami, while receiving over $45 
million, increased their police force by only 21 
officers. That works out to over $2 million per 
officer according to the audit. 

Since the creation of this program in 1994, 
over $13 billion has been spent on the COPS 
program. While some of that funding has been 
well spent, I am concerned that audits deter-
mined that, at a minimum, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars were misspent. We have a re-
sponsibility to the taxpayers to make sure that 
the money that the Federal Government takes 
from them is not misspent. 

Analyses showed that in spite of spending 
$6 billion dollars in the first 6 years of the pro-
gram, COPS fell short of placing 100,000 po-
lice on the streets. While the GAO found that 
the shortfall was about 12 percent, when you 
factor in historical hiring trends, the number of 
new police on the streets is far less. In fact, 
the Heritage Foundation analysis found when 
these historical police hiring trends are ac-
counted for, the actual number of new police 
on the street nationwide is somewhere be-
tween 7,000 and 39,000—less than half of 
what was promised. 

While the COPS grants were not supposed 
to supplant local funds, the U.S. Department 
of Justice OIG audit of expenditures found that 
grant recipients routinely supplanted local 
funding with COPS grants: simply allowing the 
Federal Government to pick up the tab for 
what they otherwise would have and should 
have paid for. The OIG audit of 147 high-risk 
grants found that 41 percent used the COPS 
grant to supplant local funds. 

An investigative report by USA Today found 
in an audit of 3 percent of COPS grants that 
$277 million was misspent and ‘‘tens of thou-
sands of jobs funded by the grants were never 
filled, or weren’t filled for long.’’ This is particu-
larly concerning given that my constituents, 
who happen to be net donors to this program, 
receive less than half of their equitable share 
of Federal COPS grants. 

Finally, the purpose of the COPS program 
was to reduce crime. While many of the grant 
recipients saw a reduction in crime, a USA 
Today analysis found that crime fell at the 
same rates in communities that did not get 
COPS grants. 

So, before we all embrace a bill that triples 
the size of this program, we should first make 
sure that we are being responsible with tax-
payer dollars and getting the most out of every 
dollar. I am not sure the bill before us does 
that. 

f 

FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE 
REFORM ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1427) to reform 
the regulation of certain housing-related 
Government-sponsored enterprises, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Chairman, H.R. 1427 fails to 
address the core problems with the Govern-
ment Sponsored Enterprises, GSEs. Further-
more, since this legislation creates new gov-
ernment programs that will further artificially 
increase the demand for housing, H.R. 1427 
increases the economic damage that will 
occur from the bursting of the housing bubble. 
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